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Two of the moat porsiatent and 
thorough criika of the Wamen 
Commiaoion’a inveatigation into 
Preaident Kennedy's murder aaid« 
this week, thnt CBS News' 4>hoox 
exomin&tion of the document hoa 
unintentionally weakened, not 
otrengthcned, the Commiaaion'a 
findings. 

Harold Weiaberg, author of 
Wkit^wa9h and Whit»%oatk It, 
blasted the network's production 
as a ''video whitewash” run by 
"profesaional lickapittiea.” Sylvia 
Meagher, who has indexed the full 
26 volumes of testimony and ex- 
hibits published by the Commis- 
aion, said the CBS programs 
were “outrageous and when they 
weren't outrageous they were 
laughable.” 

Some 27 million viewers watch- 
ed each of the 4 hour-long pro- 
grams telecast on June 25-28. The 
network’s front-rank newa team, 
led by Walter Cronklte and Dan 
Rather, agreed with the Warren 
Report's eoncluaion that Leo Har- 
vey Oswald ossaasinated Freai- 
dent Kennedy from the sixth floor 
window of the Texas School Book 
Depository. November 22, 1968. 
No evidence of conspiracy was 
revealed. 

Mrs. Meagher and Weisberg 
pointed to ballistics tests and 
marksmanship exercises perform- 
ed by the station aa the key to the 
production's "failure.” 

CBS had arranged for U volun- 
teer marksmen to fire at a target 
moving away from a tower the 
height of the sixth floor Depos- 
itory window. In 37 attempts, 
Cronidte reported. "17 had to be 
called no lime, because of trouble 
with the rifla” Cronidte added 
that the 20 other attempts proved 
that the Uannlieher-Carcano rifle, 
alleged to be the murder weapon, 
could be fired three times "with 
reasonable accuracy” in 5.6 sec- 
onds or less. 

This was one of the paints Mrs. 
Meagher denounced as “laugh- 
able” “Notice, the qualifications 
of the marksmen were not given. 
Did any of them have the rating 
Oswald waa known to have?” Mrs. 
Meagher also noted that in 17 of 
the 37 attempts or 46% of the 
time, the rifle failed to fire at all, 
proving the weapon to bo "no 
damn good.” 

Weisberg said he couldn't think 
of a single criticism examined by 
CBS that he hadn't dealt with In 
hia first book published in Febru- 
ary, 1965. “I take it os a sort of 
tribute that they proved my con- 
tention that the first shot was 
fired at frame 186 of the Zapruder 
film, not at 210, os the O^mmis- 
sion claimed.” CBS said it had 
shown, through photographic an- 
alysis, that Abraham Zapruder's 
8 mm film of the event blurs at 
frames 190, 227, and 318. Cron- 
kite said the blurring was caused 
by rifle fire which startled the 
amateur moviemaker. The impor- 
tance of the frame in which the 
first shot rang out is that more 
time would be afforded Oswald, 
thereby making his feat of marks- 
manship and speed more believa- 
ble. 

Weisberg says in his book, p. 
104; “Beginning with frame 190 
the film suddenly becomes fus- 
sy .. .” Weisberg blasted the Com- 
mission for failing to ask Zapru- 
der what it was that startled him. 
The Comminion said that at 
frame 210 the President's head 
first became a dear shot. 

The balliatics tests sought to 
deiermine the possibility of a sin- 
gle bullet's inflicting 7 non-fatal 
wounds on President Kimnedy and 
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Governor John B. Connally, and 
emerging intact. If this “siagle 
bullet theory” faUs, the Commis- 
sion's entire case, according to 
Cronidte; is reduced to a series of 
improbabilities, even though the 
Commission said it was not osen- 
tial to its findings. 

"In ni»e of the ballistics tests 
run by CBS were any of the bul- 
lets shown to have been able to 
make all of the wounds and 
emerge with as little damage aa 
the Warren Report contended,” 
Mrs. Meagher said. Firing 
through doth, blocks of gelatin, 
and masonite to represent the 
President's doihes and neck, and 
the Governor's back, wnst, and 
thigh. CBS conduded that a dn- 


glo ballet could have wounded 
both men. Yet, Or. William F. 
Enos of Northern Virginia Doc- 
tor’s Hospital, told CBS newsman 
Dan Rather that the possibility 
was remote, though “not 100 per 
cent impossible. In medidne . . . 
we never like to say something la 
ohsolutdy 100 per cent impossi- 
ble,” the doctor said, 

Mrs. Meagher, mnphaaixing the 
CBS tranaition from the testing 
laboratory to the questions asked 
of Dr. Elnos, said she doubted 
strongly that any at the bullets 
which pierced the blocks weren’t 
themselves shattered by the sev- 
eral impacts. "If CBS had been 
able to Buccessfoliy conduct such 
an experiment you can bet they 
would have shown the bullet on 
television,” she said. 

The question Is iegiUmste, 'and 
should have been answered — 


Why wasn't tiietr “successful” 
bullet displayed? 

Walter Lister, who conducted 
the tests, was on vacation and un- 
available to respond to the charge 
at Mrs. Ueaghnr. 

Weisberg, speaking of the gen- 
eral dilemma faced by CBS, said 
the network’s method was wrong. 
"You can't divide up the respon- 
sibility and expect to get an ac- 
curate and coherent report.” He 
dismissed the station's claims to 
thoroughness, saying he does more 
woric in a month that CBS could 
have done in their entire project. 
(The author still works 18 hours 
a day, 7 days a week on the as- 
sassination.) Weisberg intends to 
go on radio and television with 
his eritieisms of the CBS pro- 
grams, which, because of their 
large audience, some critics be- 
lieve to be influential. Weisberg, 
however, does not believe CBS’ 


work will convince a public which 
has been overwhelmingly skep- 
tical of the Warron Rerport. 

• • • 

( Mrs Meagher is writing an ar- 
ticle for “Minority of One” maga- 
xine on the telecasts. Her book, 
Accessories A/tsr the Faeti The 
Warren Commueion, the Authari- 
tiet, and the Report, is scheduled 
for September publication by 
Bobbs and Merrill. 

Weinberg’s book, Phatographde 
WhitewaehSupprtated Kennedy 
Aseaawination Pictures, will be 
printed privately by the author 
next week. Another book, Oswald 
in New Orleans'. C.I.A. White- 
wash, win come from Parallax in 
the fall. The author said Photo- 
grapkie Whitewash and hia earlier 
works Whitewash and White- 
wash II can be obtained by writ- 
ing him at Hyattstown, Mary* 
Ian. Each book is $5.) 
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P.S. 17, WE LOVE THEE 


J. Minor Timberiine, the rugged 
ex-All American grade school gym 
teacher at Yorkville P.S. 17, 
popped into Manhattan Ernst the 
other day. (J. Minor, as anyone 
following tha news lately knows, 
is one of the top leaders of the 
United Federation of Gym Teach- 
ers.) 

"What is it you gym teachers 
rtaUy want from the Board of 
Education?” Watts, our editor, 
asked J. Minor. “More harbtils? 
Expanded locker room space? 
Louder whistles?” 

"T don’t know what the rest of 
my feQow-gym teachers really 
want,” J.M. replied. “But 1 know 
what t want from the Board of 
Education.” 

“That ia?” Waits probed, sens- 
ing a story. 

“Protection! Something Uke 
they have on the subway. A cop in 
every gym.” JJUU’s eyes widened. 
His muscular nostrils flared. 

“Protection against little grade 
school kids?” Watts asked, slightly 
incredulous. 

“Damn right,” J. Minor insist- 
ed. “Watts, when was the lost 
tune you saw a grade school kid? 
Since doctors started feeding ba- 
bies vitamins, grade school kids 
today are bigger. Touj^i^* Smart- 
er. Better organised than you and 
1 ever were aa kids.” 

“You're putting me on," Watts 
said. 

“171 prove it to you,” J. Minor 
came hack. "My school is having a 
sixth grade graduation tomorrow 
reaming. You and Friedman meet 
me there and 171 show yoo how 
tough school kids today really 
are.” 

Tho next morning Watts and I 
spotted J. Minor’s large, muacoiar 
frame standing by the schoolyard 
gate. “You both sure — sure you 
want to go inside there?” J. Minor 
said, nodding toward the old red 
brick school building. 

“Why not?” Watts replied, still 
dubious of what J. SiUnor was 
claiming. 

As we started for the entrance 
J. Minor put up one of hia huge 
hands “Wait. Listen. The sixth 
grade graduating class ia in there 
singing the (pause) Yorkville 
P.S. 17 alma mater.” 

We listened- From somewhere 
inaido the old school building we 
coitid hear a chorus of young male 
and female votcea raised in song. 

P3. 17, we love thee. 


We love thy dark and dingy 
hails. 

We revere thy dirty savings 
Scrawled on thy eraeJoed and 
peeling walls . . . 

“ThaPs a grade school alma 


mater?” Watts asked, surprised. 

“The kids themselves wrote it 
in Music Appreciation Class,” J. 
Minor explained. “They gave us 
our choice — use it or get out 1 
must admit, thou^ the little bag- 
gers really caught the spirit of 
Yorkville P.S. 17." J. Minor put a 
muscular finger to his thick Ups. 
“Sh-sh. There’s more,” 

PS. 17, we love thee. 

We love thy grayish prison 
looks. 


We revere the old alumni 

Who have become outstand- 
ing orooks. 

Other schools they boast of 
brains. 

Here we boast of brawn. 

Other sehoels, they boast of 
shop, 

Here, we boast of pawn. 

Other sehools have discipline. 

Rut our school is tope. 

We are taught to stay m Rns 
(Continued on Page 10) 
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Next 


let Manhattan East straighten you out! 

Readers select the newspaper that represents them best, and 
Manhattan East knows the people for whom it writes '.crusades for 
their local interests; reports on thrir activitiet and recreations; features 
original articles hy local talent and by the area’s elected representatives. 
Your advertising, appearing alongside local news, becomes an 
item of local interest in the world's richest market. 

ManhattanEast 

185 EAST 85lh ST.. NEW YORK. N.Y. 10028 
427-5500 


